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The great and weightie Aﬀairs cf 
the whole K eng dome. 

SH EWING, 


How Lawes are to be underſtood, and Obedrence 
_ yeelded ? | 


Alſoan Anſwer to the aforeſaid Queſtion,necefſary forthe 
preſent ftace of things touching the A4311t54. 


Publiſhed for the Cood of the Common-weal, 


Printed for John Gout. 142, 
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ANSWERE 


Queſtion!! TE Far 


Ow .imn our extreame D: Preftions: # 
N when forratgn forces threaten 5 and 
propably are invited, and a.m. 1/1gnant and 
Pape ſh party at home offended. 2 TheDevi! 
h.th caſt a hone,and tarſed a conteftation be- 
teen the, King and -Parltament» touchin; 
the Milatia, 4 Li 
. His Maieſty claims the diſpoſing of 121 


lo be in Him by T1 6Þt of Law 8 [The Par - 


 hameatſuub bs. {1c Nantibus, and no- 


fenti Rege,the: Ordering) of 41,23 tn them 7 
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OI TXT Oo, 
Mick Queſtion , maz 
receive 1ts ſylution by 
this diſtin<tion, Thar 
there 15 in Laws an. equitable, and a 
litcerall fence, His Majelty ' tet 1t be 
oranred } 1s 1ntralted by Law with chic 
#Milit: 4, but 17's for. the good amt prc- 
\Greatian ot rhe Republique > againl{ 
Forraigu Invations, or Domcltique Re- 

bellions, 

hor 1t-cannot he ſuppoſed , that the 
Parlianma! would ever by Law intruit 
the King with the Alli; again(t 
themſcly es.or. the Commonwealth | that 
Intruſts. them to provide: for their 
Vycal, not tor: therr. woe. 

So that when there is certain appea- 
rance grounded ſufpition,that the Let- 
.. ter of the Law ſhall ;be improved a- 
gant 


gainlt the Zquity of it ( that is, the 
publique good , whether of, the body 
reall or repreſentative.) then the Com- 
mander goin? againſt its Equity, :gives 
Liberty to the Commanded to refuſe 


Gbedience to the-Letter : for the Law. 


taken abſtract from its originall reaſon 
and end,is made a ſhell without a ker- 


nell, 2 ſhadow without a ſubſtance, and 


a body without a ſoul. It 1s the Execu- 
tion of Laws according to their Fqui- 
ty and Reaſon,whaich ( as I may fay ) 1s 
the ſpirit that gives life to Authority, 
the Letter kills. 

Nor need this Fqmty be expreſled 1a 
the\'Law, being ſo Naturally 1mplyed 
and fuppoſed in all Laws that are not 
racecly Imperiall, from that Analogy, 
which all. bodies politzque hold wath 
the Naturall ; whence all Government 
and Covernors borrow a proportiona- 
ble Refpet ; And thertore when the 
Auilitzz of an Army 1s committed to 
the General; it 15 net with any expretſc 

A} cen- 


Cohdition ;* that he fhall-not turn, the 
mewths ofhi3-Canons acazuft his Own 
Sonfdiers ;'for that 16:fo)Natmrally _ 
neceflarily implyed, that ats 'neddlelle 
tobe. exprefled;:infonuch as it he.did 
1trempt' or command fuch a thing : > 
o41inſt cheinature of his cruttiand place, 
1t did-2pſs-fafto eſtate the Army, 10 a 
right-f difubedrcace, except we think 
that obedience binds iden toy cur they 
own throats, or ther | companions, 


. "And inked if this dpttinrign-be notaliow- 
ed, then the Legall and mixt [4oparchy is the 
greateſt Tiranny, tor if Laws inveſt the King in 
an abſo!ure po.yer, andthe letter betty conrrg- 
ted by the equity, theft wheres other Kings thar 
are abſolute Ho 3arcks ant rule BY with, and not 
by L ww,are. Tyrants perforce. T,1ofc that rule 
by Law aninot by will, have hereby 4, T'r25y 
confer d upoa them legally, and {o the yery end 
of Laws, which is to give bounds: aud ' [ym1its, to 
the exorbitant wills of Priaces, is by the Laws 
diſapointed, for they. hereby give corrobaration 
(and much more Iuſtification ro an® arbitrary 
Tyranny,by making it legall, nor aſſumed; which 
Lawsare ofdained to crafle not RQUNERARy, . 
#3 | ; 20 


and therefore is the latter ( where it ſeems abſo- 
lute) alwayes to receive quallification 
from the Equity, elſe the for- 
ſaid abſurdity muſt 
follow. 


P wiifhed for the good of the C Mmen- 


Rag oale. 
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